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Statement  cf  Ur.ung  Aye  Ko,  la to  Cenp 
officer,  Burnn-Sicm  Rrilway  project, 
r  Cinema  Artist  of  hangoon,  Burma. 


In  1943,  I  was  appointed  a  camp 

-  •  _ _ 04  hPi  l  l 


; 

A-. 


J.I1  17HJ  •  a  hum  w*  i'r -  ,  : 

officer  to  supervise  Burr^sc  leb^  on  tho^Slcn-Burne^rllwry^ 

th?3es?ne  tlSo^l"left<'Bsngoon  on  26th  July,  1943,  end  reported 
i  t  the  reception  ernp  ct  liupun  Stotion,  Uoulnein. 

Tpcre  were,  then-,  ct  that  camp  about 

2000  Burneso  lcbourers.  They  were  housed  in  botrecks  open  to 

oemVy  in 

flSi  cioth  end  ST*  .Apply  «• 

SS‘S  lnsufflcient.t08cnltcry°erfrngeconts  were  precticelly 

absent. 

From  the  reception  cenp,  batches  of 

100  to  400  lcb^"?1"“ir^kftonniSnbme;"tLtrNo  orrengenent 
Anankwin  Cenp  (45  kilonc  r  *  .  ..  erses  of  ettenpted 

was  made  for  meals  duringj toon. sU,!  Me ^re  JlSortedj  military 
and  effective  escapes  from  the  trucks wer  P  Aftc»  *-jBtenkwinl 

guards  hcd  °5d**s*2 crrpsd appointed  for  them.  Some 
“scS=^ps  were  ?s  for  cs  130Pkllonetres  Iron  ThcnbyuseyaU. 

A  few  days  after  arrival  ct  liupun  Camp 

I  end  29  other  cenp  SfflEjSS^S*  end 

o  3^ p  hm 

Conn^te1(lio.  58oi)  under  r  He 3 or  Oonno  with  Lieutenent 
Sato  as  his  second  in  commend# 

Ton  our  way  ft* on  Lonsi  to  Kyontcw, 
wo  found  lcbourers  ct  work,  i&i 

5S  S£4l£^  *SS5  552 

S  work^rlso°  prisoner  8°  of  TcrVYhey  wore  equelly  111  oled  end 
many  of  then  appeared  to  be  very  emaciated. 

At  Kyontcw  camp,  we  found  the  labourer; 

to  be  cbout  equF.llyconposodofBurrKso  end  Prisoners  of  wg|J 

ISTtK  cc correction0 provided  f<2  both  end  food  supplied  to 
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then  ere  elr.ost  the  sene.  (.Long  berrreks  with  btrboo  flooring  rai. 
about  three  feet  fror.  the  ground  end  not  affording  sufficient 
security  fron  the  weather  housed  both  classes.  Lice  was 
weevilly  and  to  accompany  it  used  to  be  supplied  a  kind  of 
tasteless  broth  of  vegetables.  Only  about  30  percent  of  cither 
class  cculd  be  described  as  fit}  about  30  percent  were  badly 
j  affected  by  nalarie  of  a  virulent  type  and  were  very  emaciated; 

end  the  rest  appocred  to  be  suffering  fron  a  virulent  type  of 
i  skin  disease,  which  caused  big  sores  to  appear  mainly  on  the 
legs,  through  the  openings  of  which  sores  the  bones  would  appecr 
.oiposcd  and  vcrr.in  infesting  thon.  No  nediccl  treatment  was 
|  provided  at  tho  ccnps  for  the  lest  disease,  though  it  appeared 
to  bo  fatal  in  nany  erses.  For  nclaricl  retionts,  quinino  used 
to  be  provided,  but  never  in  sufficient  quantities.  A  hospital 
was  situcted  at  a  distence  of  rbout  5  kilometres  fron  this  camp; 
but,  no  transport  of  any  kind  was  available  for  the  sick.  Those 
too  ill  to  walk  to  the  hospital  had  to  do  without  any  nodical 
attention.  Deaths  used  to  average  about  ten  a  day,  at  this  canp 
clone . 

The  members  of  Conno  Butai  were 

particularly  harsh  and  callous  in  their  dealings  with  those  at 
work  under  theg,  Floggings  were  freely  administered  to  those 
who  through  sheer  physical  weakness  or  illness  could  not  work 
hard  enough  to  please 

After  a  few  days  at  Kyontaw  canp, 
five  other  canp  officers  and  I  proceeded  by  Kotor  lorry  to 
Kyonkaya  car  p  (114  kilometres  from  Thanbyuzeyet) .  Thrco 
officers  including  rysclf  were  left  at  this  camp  and  three 
others  were  taken  onwards  to  thonext  canp  at  121  kilometres  from 
v_. Jhanbyuzcyat .  ?!y  duties  took  me  often  to  the  last  mentioned  camp. 

At  Kyonkaya.  canp  as  also  ct  the  camp  at  121  kilometres  there  were 
both  -risoners  of  war  as  well  as  Burmese  labourers.  Burmese 
'  labourers  were  then  placed  on  earth-v/ork  at  the  making  of  cn 
auxilliary  motor  road}  and  prisoners  of  war  were  engaged  in  stone 
carrying  and  stone-breaking.  Cholera  epidemic  was  rife  at  the 
camp  and  many  died  of  it.  The  dead  end  dying  were  piled  up 
i  and  soaking  then  in  petrol,  the  Japanese  used  to  cremate  them. 

Erutal  acts  committed  on  labourers  were  drily  occurrences,  but 
»’  we  were  powerless  to  prevent  them.  One  one  occcsion,  v/hen  I  wow 
I  coming  fron  the  camp  at  121  kilometres,  I  sew  a  prisoner  of  war 
i  at  work  in  a.  stone  quarry  collrpso;  his  companions  went  up  to 
render  aid  to  him;  end  the  Japanese  supervisor  belaboured  those 
giving  aid  to  the  man  who  had  collapsed  with  a  heavy  piece  of 
planking.  Another  men  collcpsed  on  the  spot  as  a  result  of  tho 
beating;  and  I  was  told  by  tho  Japanese  guard  to  move  on.  Three 
days  later,  when  I  got  back  to  the  place  where  I  witnessed  the 
incident,  I  saw  tv/o  dead  bodies  of  the  prisoners  of  war,  who  had 
fallen  down  dead  that  day.  The  bodies  wero  in  an  advanced  stage 
of  decomposition.  Later  I  used  to  pass  this  spot  and  I  found  the 
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deed  bodies  left  to  rot  there  till  subsequently,  there  were  only 
the  skeletons  left  rt  the  piece.  I  leernt  thrt  it  wcsr.rt  the 
orders  of  the  Japanese  authorities  thet  the  dead  were  left 
unburied,  cs  a.  warning  to  prisoners  of  war,  and  other  labourers. 

Towards  the  end  of  September  or  the 
beginning  of  October,  1943,  six  prisoners  of  war  escaped  and 
wore  recaptured.  They  were  from  the  camp  at  126  kilometres; 
and  I  was  informed  by  the  Japanese  officers  thet  after  recapture, 
the  prisoners  were  taken  to  Thcnbyuzcyet  and  were  beheaded.  \ 
Shortly  after  this  incident,  I  obtained  leeve  r.nd  was  absent 
fron  the  ccnp  till  February,  1944* 

On  return  from  leave.  I  was  stationed 
at  Abclon  camp  (85  kilometres  from  Thcnbyuzcyet) •  I  found  two 
British  medical  men  (prisoners  of  war)  doing  good  work,  saving 
neny  lives  of  Burmese  labourers.  Yrbci  Putei  with  Major  Yrbia 
in  command  was  in  charge  of  Abelon  camp.  Prisoners  of  war, 
numbering  cbout  20000,  were  at  work  between  100  end  131 
kilometres  from  Thcnbyuzryct •  Major  Yabai  and  his  company  were 
less  brutal  than  Major  Conno  and  his  men;  but,  the  Kempeiti 
had  by  then  been  stationed  at  labour  camps,  and  scvercl  prisoners 
of  v/cr  and  others  stiff ered  death  at  the  henas  of  the  Kempeiti.  At 
this  time,  the  railway  had  been  open  for  some  time  abd  Burmese 
labourers  were  employed  on  repairs  to  and  maintenance  of  the 
railway  line.  Prisoners  of  war  had  to  make  tho  motor  road. 

Work  was  lighter  than  in  1943;  but  food  supply  and  living 
accommodation  were  cs  bad.  Medical  supplies  were  almost  nil; 
and  deaths  from  cholera,  malaria  and  emaciation  only  slightly 
decreased  • 

Finding  that  I  could  not  do  anything 
effective  to  better  the  conditions  of  the  labourers,  I  resigned 
after  a  little  over  two  months. 


In  the  few  months  I  was  at  the  labour 
camps,  I  saw  so  many  floggings,  bcctings  and  deaths,  that  I 
became  inured  to  the  sight.  Even  so,  there  is  one  sight  that 
left  a  strong  impression  on  me.  It  was  on  my  first  three  months 
service,  in  1943,  at  a  place  between  126  and  131  kilometres, 

I  saw  cbout  400  dead  bodies,  prisoners  of  war,  Burmese  and  lialays 
piled  up  and  splashed  with  petrol  and  burnt. 


(  Signed)  Iicung  Aye  Ko, 

The  rbove  statement  was  signed  in  my  presence  by  Wrung  Aye  Ko} 
lctcly  a  Camp  Officer  on  Burne-Siam  Rcilwey  Project,  personally 
known  to  me. 


Stamp  of  Advocate-Gencrel , 
Bur  me  • 


(Signed)  E.  Wrung 

3rd,  August,  1946, 
Advoccte-Genercl , 

Burma • 
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